Water and Green Economy working group

The 50 European Eco-Forum NGO have shared experiences and have established that the following key challenges need prioritization:

I. Most urgent priorities for water management and water related eco-systems

1. Mining pollution of water resources

· Uranium (radionuclides – irreversible)

· Heavy metals

2. Obsolete Stockpile POPs pollution of water resources

3. Agricultural pollution – nutrients / nitrates, pesticides (persistent)

4. Shale gas – chemical pollution – moratorium until risks and costs established – need for independent technology assessment before widespread use 

5. Lack of safe access to rural water + sanitation

Quality and quantity

· corruption when connecting households, too expensive, 

· microbiological pollution from toilets, lifestock, municipal waste

· virus pollution

6. IWRM – stakeholder participation still too complex, lack of culture, skills

Aral sea

We call for:

1. Halt industrial / mining – based pollution of waters

1.1. Uranium mining tailings

Immediate containment of uranium mining tailings is needed, risk of widespread and irreversible pollution of surface and groundwater:

· We call on government to commit to containment of (uranium) mining tailings, set targets for coming 5 years, e.g. contain 90% of most dangerous tailings 

· Include cost of full clean up in mining products: include clean up and containment of uranium mines in prices of uranium 

· Use the agreed parts of CSD19 on mining for a framework agreement on mining rehabilitation in the UNECE region

· Do NOT turn nuclear tailing sites into agricultural sites

· Strengthen/funding cooperation UNECE/EnvSec/WHO/EU/IFIs/

· Calculate total cost all clean up of uranium mines in UNECE region, based on state of art clean up in former East Germany uranium mine Wismut

· Transparent access to information on pollution and pollution-risk

Shale – Gas, Heavy metals, Chemicals

· Moratorium on shale gas – chemical pollution of groundwaters (technology assessment)

· Reducing mining pollution through legally binding targets on reusing metals in waste, e.g. gold

· Regional Fund for clean up, paid for by e.g. FTT

· Phase out subsidies, including indirect, for mining

· Phase in full insurance / cost-covery for rehabilitation, clean up after mining closure

· Link to agriculture – pesticide pollution, esp forbidden pesticides in most EECCA, no controls, DDT

· Legally binding framework, by which need to achieve targets

· Chemicals enter into waste water from products used, can be very persistence, for instance , the product safety directive, add environmental liability, reverse the burden of proof

2. Protection of water related water systems

Backdoor for Biodiv agenda

Invasive species: water borne

Water based eco systems

EU has WFD, is only mandatory for EU states, - is already being adapted in other neighbour countries, but improve transfer knowledge, e.g. via National Policy Dialogues

The parties to CBD need to update their action plan – 

Erosion of soils, due to flooding 

Climate change and water protection – take out of old text

Forsts 

e.g. Tugai forest reduced 90% (similar in Croatia, riperrian forest) – water flow plans are destroying reperean forests. 

Creation of new protected areas

Inclusion into Natura 2000

Implementation of special legislation (cant trust, not implementation)
Forest resources and water resources – take forest ecosystems as one of the determining factors for water supply and protection
Ecosystem service payments 

· Move to obligation for payment of environmental services 

· E.g. of water companies to pay for non-pollution in catchment area 

· E.g. for Black Sea, use by fishers, tourists

· E.g. Ukraine wetland restoration paid by carbon credits

3. Monitoring and IWRM

· Transboundary river and aquifier agreements need to be signed for all basins (Moldova example to be signed)

· but only if assured that several mechanisms are functional (see Transboundary Water Convention) e.g. stakeholder participation, surveillance, balance in governance structures (e.g. Dniester working group head is NGO rep). Refer to PWH, signed protocols, should now commit to implementation -  

· monitoring and control – chemical, radio-nuclides, focus more on water quality and quantity

· (Bio)monitoring should be introduced at community level

· E.g. WSP to school curricula

· Strengthen cooperation of UNECE / EU /WHO/IFIs in National Policy Dialogues, assure funding for NDPs

· Reuse of waste water and grey water, the non conventional water sources for water stressed areas – act as watchdogs, quality, property, rights, - rain water harvesting 

· Best practices from NGOs in southern Europe, link to education for S.D.

· Present to WWF Marseille

4. Rural water supply and sanitation

Create institutional, legal and financial framework for improving rural water supply and sanitation

· Water-penny fund for community monitoring , water supply and sanitation

· develop municipal sanitation service e.g. Water User Assocations (which can pay for investment, households pay only usage fee)

· adopt guidelines for small scale water supply and sanitation to national legislation (Protocol on Water and Health)

- 
Set rules and build capacity for water and sanitation planning, and for urban planning in gernal (uncontrolled sprawling urbanism, also problem water resources, e.g. SEE)

5. Water Source Protection 

· Policy targets which aim at cradle- to – cradle solid waste framework  to water source reduce pollution from municipal waste (e.g. EU solid waste targets will forbid landfills by 2020, and annually increase share of waste which needs to be recycled and reused

· Enforce Water Source Safety Zoning: legislation, capacity building and control 

A number of best practices were highlighted

Best Practices

· ecosystem service payments for Black Sea, use by fishers, toursits

· biomonitoring Moldova cobolta river

· IWRM – national water dialogues

· Wismuth

· Protection of sources 

· WSP for small rivers

· Transboundary agreements - - Convention : several mechanisms, sanitation epidemt surveillance should be one / stakehoder

Problems

· corruption rural water supply

· transboundary groundwater pollution mining – uranium

· concrete barriers: because IWRM is difficult, lack of culture, skills – understanding that governance is not only government, all stakeholders (anna, nino)

· therefore, we do not have good monitoring, groundwater is not monitored, 

· great problems of radionuclides in water, run off, is most serious run off, uranium mining in Kyrgyzstan, some along river banks, bacteria mutating, more persistent, regular thyroid gland diseases, spontaneous abortions, 

· obsolete pesticides leaking into water, 

· Mining pollution: lead, zink, cupper, manganese, arsenic (basin of …)

· Sanitaria, eco tourisme, rural areas - dry toilets part of solution

· Lifestock pollution , large animal farms pollute water (and also mining and charnobyl – people no longer care about nuclear pollution  in Belarus)

· Mining, Georgia, frogs disaapeared

· Episanitation services collaptesd, now propose analysie, ca. 100 usd, 

